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Planning Commission Meeting 
July 1, 2026    |    12:00 PM 
  

Planning Commission  
 I. Call to Order 

 II. Notice of a Quorum 

 III. Approval of June Meeting Minutes; 

 IV. Conditional Use Permit - Antenna in R-3 - 140 Longleaf Drive - Freddie Rixie 

 V. Adjournment 

Board of Zoning Adjustment  
 VI. Call to Order 

 VII. Notice of a Quorum 

 VIII. Variance Request - Sign - David's Burgers - Race Avenue - ACE Sign Company 

 IX. Adjournment 
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PLANNING REPORT 
TO:  Planning Commission, City of Searcy 
FROM:  Richard Stafford, Planning & Development Director 
SUBJ:  July 1, 2026 Planning Commission Meeting 
DATE:  June 26, 2026 
 

There is 1 actionable item scheduled for the upcoming Planning Commission meeting and 1 item for the 
Board of Zoning Adjustment. 

  

Planning Commission 

1. Conditional Use Permit – Antenna in R-3 – 140 Longleaf Drive – Freddie Rixie 
This agenda item was tabled in June in order to get an opinion from the City Attorney after 
reviewing the federal law Mr. Rixie provided.  

 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 

1. Variance Request – Sign – David’s Burgers – Race Avenue – ACE Sign Company  
This item was also tabled at the June meeting. There was discussion on if the variance was denied, 
would they be allowed any additional signage.  
This a 3-lot commercial subdivision. Two of the lots – Planet Fitness and Dollar Tree – are single 
tenant structures. The third lot is a multitenant structure – David’s Burgers and two other 
commercial lease spaces in the same structure. The existing sign sits on the lot with the multitenant 
structure. That lot is also a corner lot. By code, this lot would be allowed 2 multitenant signs up to 
50 ft high and 120 sf max. One located along Race and one located along the entrance ramp of I-57. 
Each of the single tenant lots would be allowed a freestanding sign up to 50 ft high and 120 sf max. 
So, in addition to the existing sign, the David’s lot could have a second multi-tenant sign along the 
entrance ramp, Planet Fitness could have a single tenant sign along the entrance ramp and Dollar 
Tree could have a single tenant sign along Race. That would be in code compliance right now and 
not require variances.  
They are asking to put all the sign panels for all three lots on a single multitenant sign which would 
exceed the allowed square footage for the allowed multitenant sign that already exists.  
It’s also good for the Board to remember that any condition can be placed on the applicant when a 
variance is granted.  
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Searcy Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 
June 6, 2026 
 

 
This regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission was held in the City Hall Chambers at 
12:00 Noon. 
 
Commission Members Present: 
Steve Jordan, Chairman 
Larry DeGroat, Vice Chairman/Secretary 
Amy Cox 
Casey Cullipher 
Andrew Ingle 
Jamie Mobley 
Todd Sparks 
 
Commission Members Not Present: 
Matt Boyd 
Charles Green 

City of Searcy Staff Present: 
Gabrielle Swain, Recording Secretary 
Guy Grady, Fire Inspector 
Phil Watkins, Building Inspector 

 

 
Chairman Jordan called the meeting to order and noted that a quorum was present.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
The first item on the agenda was the approval of the May Planning Commission minutes. Commissioner 
Cullipher made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner Ingle seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Rezone – UT to C-4 – Hwy 367 and the off-ramp of I-57 – Davidson Engineering 
The next item on the agenda was a request to rezone a parcel located at Hwy 367 and the off-ramp of I-
57 from UT (urban transitional) to C-4 (open display commercial). Bear Davidson represented the 
request; he cited the parcel’s proximity to the freeway, as well as neighboring C-4 zone to the south of 
the parcel, as justification for the requested zone.   
 
Chairman Jordan opened the Public Hearing.  
 
Chairman Jordan closed the Public Hearing.  
 
Commissioner DeGroat made a motion to recommend the requested rezone for approval by City 
Council. Commissioner Sparks seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Rezone – R-3 to PUD – 103 S Greer – Austin Riley 
The next item on the agenda was a request to rezone 103 S Greer from R-3 (one-unit residential) to PUD 
(planned unit development) for a self-storage facility. Adam Whitlow represented the request; he cited 
the parcel’s proximity to nearby storage units, residences, and a mix of surrounding zoning districts as 
justification for the requested zone. Mr. Whitlow stated that a self-storage facility has a lower trip 
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generation rate than a comparable multi-family residential development, and would therefore place less 
demand on existing infrastructure. 
 
Mr. Whitlow described the proposed development as a single building with an office and interior access 
to climate-controlled storage units. He presented a design that included a front setback below the 
required minimum, omitted required sidewalks, and did not comply with all façade requirements. 
 
Chairman Jordan opened the Public Hearing.  
 
Andrew Crossman of 101 S Greer voiced concerns regarding privacy, light pollution, property use, and 
transportation and utility infrastructure. 
 
Chairman Jordan closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Commissioner Sparks referenced a letter submitted to the Commission by Debra Kent, a property owner 
on S Greer. Ms. Kent expressed concerns regarding privacy, security, and property use. 
 
Fire Inspector Guy Grady confirmed that the Fire Department had no issues with the proposed 
development, noting that a nearby fire hydrant had been installed in recent years, and that he had 
communicated with the applicant regarding fire code requirements. 
 
Building Inspector Phil Watkins stated that the façade images were not submitted to the staff for review. 
Recording Secretary Gabrielle Swain confirmed that the façade images presented by Mr. Whitlow were 
not included with the submitted application materials by the required deadline. 
 
Mr. Watkins also stated that the previous City Engineer, Mark Lane, had identified a conflict between 
the proposed use and what is permitted under the Zoning Code. Ms. Swain explained that Section 4-4-2 
of the Zoning Code permits PUD uses that conform with either the existing residential zoning district or 
the commercial designation in the Comprehensive Plan. Chairman Jordan referenced City Planner 
Richard Stafford’s Planning Report, which supported this determination. 
 
The Commission considered whether the applicant demonstrated that the property could not be made 
productive under normal zoning regulations, as required by Section 4-4-2 of the Zoning Code, and 
concluded that the property was unlikely to be developed into a residence. 
 
Commissioner Sparks made a motion to recommend the requested rezone for approval by City Council 
with the added conditions that the development be subject to and in compliance with all applicable 
commercial design standards and infrastructure improvement requirements, including but not limited 
to façade and sidewalk improvements, as required by the Zoning Code and Land Development and 
Subdivision Regulations. Commissioner Cullipher seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Conditional Use Permit – Antenna in R-3 – 140 Longleaf – Freddie Rixie 
The next item on the agenda was a request for a conditional use permit at 140 Longleaf to install an 
antenna in an R-3 zone. Freddie Rixie represented the request; he described a 40 ft. tall antenna with a 3 
sq. ft. footprint and no guy wires. 
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Commissioner DeGroat referenced a letter submitted to the Commission by Linda Law, a neighboring 
property owner. Ms. Law expressed concerns regarding noise, medical equipment interference, and 
radio and television interference. Mr. Rixie stated that the antenna will not emit noise nor interfere with 
radio or television; he did not know if there was potential for interference with medical equipment. 
 
Commissioner Cullipher asked Mr. Rixie about the existing wires on the property. Mr. Rixie explained 
that the wire is 12-gauge antenna wire that is unrelated to this request. 
 
Chairman Jordan opened the Public Hearing.  
 
Mark Davis, of 101 Cody Trail in McRae, Arkansas, spoke in support of the request, citing the potential to 
support emergency communications. Mr. Davis stated that the proposed antenna would not interfere 
with pacemakers. 
 
Chris Lowe of 140 Deer Trail spoke on behalf Ken Graves of 128 Pinon in opposition to the request, citing 
damage to a tree on the property and the aesthetics of the antenna. 
 
Keith Webb of 2626 Highway 267 S in McRae, Arkansas spoke in opposition to the request, citing his 
intention to develop nearby property into single-family residences, and concerns that the antenna is 
inconsistent with the visual character of the area. 
 
Roland Aldrich, Jr. of 2312 Orleans Place spoke in support of the request, citing the unobtrusive, low-
profile nature of the antenna, as well as PRB-1, a Federal Communications Commission ruling regarding 
reasonable accommodation for amateur radio antennas. 
 
Lisa Neal spoke in opposition to the request on behalf of her mother, of 131 Pinon, citing concerns 
regarding tree damage, safety, contractor licensure, setbacks, compliance with FCC guidelines and HOA 
restrictions, liability, and property values. 
 
Chairman Jordan closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Commissioner Mobley made a motion to table the requested conditional use permit for one month 
pending the review and recommendation of City Attorney Will Moore. Commissioner DeGroat 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Nonconforming Boundary Street Improvement Request – Rand Property on Park Avenue – Davidson 
Engineering 
The next item on the agenda was a request for approval of nonconforming boundary street 
improvements at the Rand Property on Park Ave. Bear Davidson represented this request; he explained 
that this segment of Park Ave has a 0.20% longitudinal fall, but that a minimum 0.50% roadway slope is 
necessary for proper drainage. 
 
Mr. Davidson explained that standard boundary street improvements are not feasible without major 
roadway reconstruction, and added that doing so would necessitate City coordination with the railway 
company. Mr. Davidson proposed forgoing major half-street improvements, but substantially increasing 
the ditch cross-section to improve capacity. 
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Mr. Davidson referenced a letter from the previous City Engineer Mark Lane that was included with the 
submitted materials, in which he stated his agreement with Mr. Davidson’s assessment and proposal. 
 
Mayor Mat Faulkner added that the City is engaged with Crafton Tull to study the area for future 
improvements under the RAISE (Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity) grant 
through the U.S. Department of Transportation. Commissioner Mobley made a motion to approve the 
applicant’s request to provide an in-lieu contribution for half-street improvements, thereby enabling 
the applicant to request City Council waive the required half-street improvements as presented. 
Commissioner Sparks seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Adjournment 
  

 
 

____________________________ 
Larry DeGroat, Secretary 
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Searcy Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Meeting Minutes 
June 6, 2026 
 

 
This meeting of the Board of Zoning Adjustment was held in the City Hall Chambers immediately 
following the regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission at 12:00 Noon. 
 
Commission Members Present: 
Steve Jordan, Chairman 
Larry DeGroat, Vice Chairman/Secretary 
Amy Cox 
Casey Cullipher 
Andrew Ingle 
Jamie Mobley 
Todd Sparks 
 
Commission Members Not Present: 
Matt Boyd 
Charles Green 

City of Searcy Staff Present: 
Gabrielle Swain, Recording Secretary 
Guy Grady, Fire Inspector 
Phil Watkins, Building Inspector 

 

 
Chairman Jordan called the meeting to order and noted that a quorum was present.  
 
Variance – Sign – David’s Burger’s – Race Avenue – Ace Sign Company 
The next item on the agenda was a request for a variance to expand the existing sign at David’s Burgers 
to accommodate two additional tenants. Tonya Hulett represented the requested sign expansion, which 
includes two 4 ft by 10 ft signs, and would increase the existing 268 sq ft signage by 80 sq ft. 
 
The Commission was unclear whether the existing signage exceeded the allowable square footage, and 
was unable to make a determination without the length of street frontage. Commissioner Cox asked if 
there would be future structures added to the lot; the applicant said that she was not aware of any such 
plans. 
 
Chairman Jordan expressed a preference for utilizing the existing sign pole rather than constructing 
additional poles. Commissioner Sparks asked if additional poles would be permitted; Recording 
Secretary Gabrielle Swain explained that freestanding signs for individual businesses are not permitted 
in multi-tenant commercial developments.  
 
Commissioner Mobley expressed a preference for utilizing a ladder sign. Building Inspector Phil Watkins 
explained that the ideal solution in this case would be the installation of a new ladder sign to 
accommodate the tenants, but that it would not be possible for the applicant to erect a ladder sign on 
the front of the property due to utility easements. The Commission considered that the easements may 
constitute undue hardship, but that the applicant could also consolidate the existing signage to create 
space for the additional tenants. 
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Mr. Watkins stated that each business is permitted to display a pole sign, rather than each parcel, and 
that in the event that the Board of Zoning Adjustment denies the variance request, the applicant would 
be able to construct additional pole signs in the area, totaling up to seven signs with a maximum of 80 sq 
ft each. Commissioner Cullipher made a motion to table the requested variance for one month 
pending the review and recommendation of City Attorney Will Moore and City Planner Richard 
Stafford. Commissioner Mobley seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Adjournment 
  

 
 

____________________________ 
Larry DeGroat, Secretary 
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0 PANTONE WHITE 

• PANTONE BLACK 

EXISTING 

planet 
fitness 

PROPOSED 

RENDERINGS NOT TO SCALE 

TENANT 

TENANT 

(2) H4' x W10' Tenant Panels

Overall Dimension: H8' x W10' 

Existing Signage 268 Sq Ft 

Proposed Signage 80 Sq Ft 

*Survey required before production

PROPERTY BRAND/EXTENSION: PROPERTY LOCATION: 

David's Burger 

DATE: 

01/30/26 

3502 E Race Avenue Searcy, AR 72143 

SALES REP: PREPARED BY: 

Tonya Hulett Kayla Roy 
©2022 ACE Company & Ace Signs of Arkansas, LLC. All Rights Reserved. This design is the property of ACE Company and are the result of original work of its employees. 
They are submitted to your company for the purpose of consideration to purchase from ACE Company, a project according to this design. Exhibition to anyone other that 
employees of your company or use of this design or to create a design that is similar without written approval from ACE Company is a violation of copyright. In the event that 
such violation occurs, ACE Company shall be paid for the full amount of any project using a similar design. The colors and dimensions are approximate and may vary from 

I the actual product. Customer must Sign and Date for artwork approval to confirm they are ready for production. Ptease double check colors, sizes, placement, description, 
and spelllng errors before signing. After payments and signed approval, the artwork is now owned by the customer. 

PROPERTY CODE: 

TBD 

INITIALS: ___ _ 
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